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in December 1978.5 In 1977, the RAC began the process of revising the
original guidelines on the basis of information accumulated on the effec-
tiveness of physical and biological containment and on the biology of
the hosts and vectors utilized in the research. During this period, a series
of scientific and public meetings demonstrated the existence of a consen-
sus that the NIH Guidelines were overly restrictive. Subsequent major
revisions of the guidelines were issued in January and November 1980,
July 1981, April and August 1982, and June 1983.6~11 These revisions
resulted in significant reductions in the stringency of required contain-
ment levels. The revisions were justified by the results of risk-assessment
studies, by reassessment of the conjectured hazards, and by the con-
fidence instilled by the safe conduct of thousands of experiments. As
these revisions were under consideration in the United States, detailed
information on them and their justification was shared with members of
the ESF committee, and this information influenced decisions on revi-
sion of national guidelines by the various countries.

The original ESF Ad Hoc Committee on Recombinant DNA Research
had recommended that initially the recommendations and code of prac-
tice in the U.K. Report of the Working Party on Genetic Manipulation
be adopted as the guidelines for recombinant DNA research in Europe.
However, as time passed, more and more of the European countries
found it more desirable to adopt the evolving NIH Guidelines rather
than to rely on a complicated case law approach. Several of the Euro-
pean countries decided to follow directly the NIH Guidelines as pub-
lished in the Federal Register, without translation. Other countries
drafted national guidelines modeled on those of the NIH or the United
Kingdom. As a result, similar safety standards were in effect in all the
countries represented on the ESF Liaison Committee.

The following paragraph appeared in a statement adopted after this
committee's fifth meeting:

Based on its discussions of principles and case decisions taken by national recombi-
nant DNA committees, the Liaison Committee concluded that throughout Europe
and in North America national guidelines provide comparable degrees of protec-
tion to the public and to laboratory staff from the entirely conjectural hazards of this
research, while at the same time progressively facilitating the opportunities for Euro-
pean academic and industrial laboratories to exploit the now evident benefits of this
technique.

After its final meeting, the committee issued, in part, the following
statement:

The ESF Liaison Committee on Recombinant DNA, at its meeting on 14-15th Jan-
uary, 1981, unanimously decided that its work of promoting the necessary harmoni-